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Reflections on the Participatory Approach 
to Language Teaching & Learning 

Important elements of the PA for me: 

1. From T point of view: that I need to find a way of being sensitive to my students’ personal, 

societal, & cultural contexts in order to choose topics that will appropriately provoke a fruitful 

discussion.  

2. That because students create the discussion based upon theit own lives - whatever aspects are 

pertinent  - they can absorb the language of study through the context they create and not feel 

pressure or intimidation by their lack of knowledge. 

3. That it provides a gentle way to introduce lexical, pragmatic, and grammar aspects of the 

language on any level. 

How the importance of PA will affect my own approach: 

I see it applicable to the learning environment for a broad range of ages and language skill levels. 

1. I will spend more time observing my students’ personalities as well as the context in which I 

am teaching and in which they live. 
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2. I will be more sparing of the quantity of my input; more conscious of my own reactions to my 

students’ phatic reactions to me. 

My reaction to PA: 

I am strongly drawn to this approach because I am here - at SIT - to learn how to empower others 

through language. The Participatory Approach is all about empowerment; all about the 

immediate usefulness of all the power and sensitivity of language. 

I was thrilled today by the outcome of my peer group teaching. Both Ruth and Junko felt less 

burdened by the word foreigner when we finished. They said they had a more positive outlook 

on how they looked at their feelings; that they could have some control of their feelings even 

though they might not be able to control the situation in which they felt “foreign.” 

I did not imagine that would happen. It was an incredibly uplifting experience for all 3 of us. 
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